Protective eyewear

General

This specification requires the supply of protective eyewear designed to protect the eyes of firefighters against the environmental and occupational hazards encountered during structure fires, non-structure fires, working outdoors, road accident rescue, Emergency Medical Services, technical rescue and other emergency and operational activities where there is a threat of injury to the eye. 

The protective eyewear must meet or exceed the minimum design and performance requirements specified in Australian Standard AS/NZS 1336:1997 and AS/NZS 1337:1992 or similar Standards.

Protective eyewear will be evaluated and rated according in the following manner:-

1. Information and certified test data provided by the tenderers;

2. Practical testing and evaluation by MFESB personnel;

3. Feedback from firefighters involved in the testing and evaluation;

4. Ability to effectively control the hazards identified in the attached risk assessment.

The protective eyewear must be certified to AS/NZS 1336:1997 and AS/NZS 1337:1992 or similar Standards prior to final acceptance. Where there is a conflict or difference in the performance standard required in any one of the relevant firefighting Standards, the Australian Standard shall be the minimum performance standard.  Where a particular performance criteria is required by the MFESB, and that performance criteria is not specified in the Australian Standard, the required performance level will be stated for each item of PPE. The certification label of the testing authority on every pair of eyewear will signify certification.

Compatibility

The eyewear must be compatible with and not impair the safe operation of items of PPE including helmets. 

General

It is not envisaged that one type of protective eyewear would provide eye protection for all operational activities.

Eye protection for UV components of sunlight and discomfort glare would be provided on a personal issue basis to all firefighters.

Eye protection such as protective goggles for Wildland firefighting would be available on all appropriate operational firefighting vehicles.

Eye protection for blood-borne pathogens would be provided in first aid kits in stations and on appropriate operational firefighting vehicles.

Eye protection for specialist activities or technical rescue would provided on an as required basis.
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