Level 1 (Wildland) Protective Clothing

General

This specification requires the supply of a two piece wildland firefighting ensemble incorporating a Jacket and Trousers to provide protection for firefighters against environmental hazards encountered during Wildland firefighting and associated activities. The garments submitted may be “multi-purpose” garments that are also designed and certified as primary protective garments for situations including, but not limited to station/work wear, road accident rescue and emergency medical services. The protective clothing shall provide protection for the firefighter’s upper and lower torso, neck, arms and legs but excluding the head, hands and feet.

The ensemble must meet or exceed the minimum design and performance requirements nominated for wildland firefighting protective clothing specified in Australian Standard AS 4824: 2001 or similar wildland firefighting Standard.  

Average environmental conditions typically experienced in Victoria must have been considered in the design and construction of these garments.

Protective garments will be evaluated and rated according to the following criteria:-

1. Information and certified test data provided by the tenderers;

2. Practical testing and evaluation by MFESB personnel;

3. Feedback from firefighters involved in the testing and evaluation;

4. Ability to effectively control the hazards identified in the attached risk assessment.

The ensemble must be independently certified to AS 4967(Int):2001or similar Standard prior to final acceptance of the garments by an approved testing authority. Where there is a conflict or difference in the performance standard required in any one of the relevant firefighting Standards, the Australian Standard shall be the minimum performance standard.  Where a particular performance criteria is required by the MFESB, and that performance criteria is not specified in the Australian Standard, the required performance level will be stated for each item of PPE.  The certification label of the testing authority on each garment will signify certification.

Fireground identification

The Wildland jacket must incorporate a mechanism to provide fireground identification to incorporate the current Fire Service rank structure (copy attached).

Visibility and trim

The outer shell of the jacket must provide a high degree of visibility in day, night and low light environments.  Retro-reflective tape shall also be fitted to the garments to comply with configurations contained within the relevant Standard.

Compatibility

The ensemble must be compatible with and not impair the safe operation of ancillary items of PPE including Wildland helmets, gloves and footwear. 

Pockets

The ensemble must provide adequate pockets/storage areas for ancillary items of PPE including – gloves, protective eyewear, etc.  Two external cargo pockets shall be provided in the design of the Jacket. The Jacket must provide a storage area for a 500 - 800ml water bottle on the left rear hip area and storage for a portable radio on the left-hand upper torso.  Storage may be in the form of a pocket or loop.

Trousers suitable for wildland firefighting shall be constructed with at least two hip pockets and one rear pocket.  Tenderers may choose to provide a separate wildfire and station trouser or a combined wildfire/station trouser.  If a combined wildfire/station trouser is provided, the trouser must meet the design and performance requirements of the relevant wildland firefighting Standard.

Hanging Loops

The jacket must incorporate a hanging loop to enable the garment to be placed on a hook when not in use.  The hook must be of sufficient strength to support the garment when saturated with water.

Sizing

Jackets and trousers must be available in a wide range of sizes including female sizes.  Made to measure garments may be required for personnel unable to be accommodated within the normal sizing ranges.

Closures

Closures must be designed to comply with the requirements of the relevant Standard. 
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