Wildland Firefighting Helmet

General

This specification requires the supply of a Type 3 occupational protective helmet designed and constructed to provide protection to the heads of firefighters against environmental hazards encountered during wildland fires and associated activities.  The helmet is not intended for use at structure fires. The firefighting helmet shall provide protection against impact and heat for the firefighter’s head including the ears and neck. 

The helmet must meet or exceed the minimum design and performance requirements nominated for Type 3 occupational protective helmets specified in Australian Standard AS/NZS 1801:1997 or similar Standard.  

Wildland firefighting helmets will be evaluated and rated according in the following manner:-

1. Information and certified test data provided by the tenderers;

2. Practical testing and evaluation by Fire Service personnel;

3. Feedback from firefighters involved in the testing and evaluation;

4. Ability to effectively control the hazards identified in the attached risk assessment.

Where there is a conflict or difference in the performance standard required in any one of the relevant firefighting Standards, the Australian Standard shall be the minimum performance standard.  Where a particular performance criteria is required by the MFESB, and that performance criteria is not specified in the Australian Standard, the required performance level will be stated for each item of PPE. 

The helmet must be independently certified to AS/NZS 1801:1997 or similar Standard prior to final acceptance of the garments by an approved testing authority. The certification label of the testing authority on every helmet will signify certification.

Fireground identification

The helmet must incorporate a mechanism to provide fireground identification to incorporate the current Fire Service rank structure (copy attached) and the wearers name or registered number.

Visibility and trim

Retro-reflective trim shall be fitted to the helmets to comply with the requirements of Clause 3.2.5 of AS/NZS 1801:1997.  Helmets must be available in at least the following colours – lime yellow or lime green, white and red.

Compatibility

The ensemble must be compatible with and not impair the safe operation of ancillary items of PPE including the wildland firefighting ensemble, goggles and respiratory protection. 

Sizing

Helmet harnesses must be available in a range of sizes to meet the requirements of Clause 3.3.1 of 

AS/NZS 1801:1997 or similar Standard.
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